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First Intecnational Ceocafevence ci ATESOL, hzid ai
University College, Dublin on 27-20 June, 1073, Thewme;  rostl
in seccnd languarne teaching, Chaltmant Mrs, Maureen

Concannon O'DBrieu,

Presidential address by Dr, ¥, O Raifearioignh at 1l o,

on Wednesday, 27 June, 1973.

Madam Chairman, ladies and gentleman,

It was a wry remark of Dr, Johnseii, "Depend upon it, Zir,
when & man knows he is going to be hanyed in a lortnight, i=
concer.crates his aind wonderfully", Adnmittedly a
Presidential address is not a hanging matter, bul to prepare
one calls for quite an amount of concentration, nco. to meniion

occasional bouts of alarm and despondency such as doubtlosc

~Jolnson had in mind,

My ﬁarticular rcason for mixed feelirigs in thn matter wa-«
that on first congsideration it had seemed to me ax a former
teachexr aud forwer school incpector I should have & qood desd
to say on teaching as an art and a science, This was
accordingly the kind of title suggested by me to our Commitied
for this morningts discourse, On setting some thoughts
together under this heading, however, it soon became clear
that such an approach was liable to degenerate into a sexics
of rominiscences, salted no doubi with an occasional amusin)

anecdate, But whilie reminiscences and 2necdotes have thals

lace in life, they would scarccely be appropriate at o coofarance
’ y y P ;

which has brought together a large numbex of practising teachers
who expect to hecar ol up~to-date aids. techuniques and ways and
neans generally of adding to their professional knowledge znd

improving their -skills,
— -
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Concannon O'Brien,

' ol - o

Presidential address by Dr, T, O Raifeartcign at 11 a.u,
on Wednesday, 27 June, 1973.

Madam Chairman, ladies and gentleman,

It was a wry remark of Dr, Johnsgil, "Depend upon it, sir,

.when a man knows he is going to be bhanyed in a lfoxtnight, i+

concer.crates his mind won lerfully', Adnmittedly a
Presidential address is not a hanging metter, but to propure
one calls foxr Quite an amount of concontrktion, noi to menidon
occasional bouts of alarm and despondency such as doubtloss

Jolinson hed in mind,

My particular recason Yor mnixed feelings in th~ matter wa-
that on first consideration it had seemed to me as a formex
teacher il fo¥mer school intpector I should have a good dozl
to say on teaching as an arxt and a science, This was
accordingly the kind of title suggested hy me to our Commitio
for this morning's discourse. On set.iny some thoughts
together under this heading, however, it soon be-.ane clear
that such an approach was liable to degenerate into & sexics’
of reminiscences, salted no doubi with an occasional amusin:

anecdote, Lut while reminiscenzes and enecdotes have thal:x

place in life, they would scarcely be appropraate at a conferance

which has brxouaght togyether a large number of practising teachors

whe expect to hear of up~to-date aids. techniques and ways acd
neans generally of adding to their professional knowleage ana
improving their skills,

Yo will pardon me, therefore, if this address dows noi
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Jive up dirxectly to ifs title, .

1t did alse occur to me to put myself the questioy
whether perhaps your President shiould attempt to Jet yun hova
an oxposé of sume particular aspect of -languige teaching of
which he had had special experienna, But no, not thei cithns
Offexings of the kind are the prerogative of the various
specialist contributors who coime to you direct from the fLicid
of operations,

What was left, then, as it sean;d to me, was to stecr o
cr.mz:sc': betwesn Scylla and Cha:;ybdi:: by entitling the :z.ddrr;s;s(in
my own min?)‘dn learning languagusi.gnd drawing your attention
in the course of it to a few general aspects of the problaw

'
of language teaching, aspects which, while at a slight remove
from teaching as an art and a science and at a slight renove
also from the direct pumrview of the teacher, vwill often
vitally affr‘c,t progress in the classroon, My nondest poervoso
thexefoxe is to try to see some of the probless which will Le
raised &t this Lonference in a slightly dlffOthT llnnl Trom
that undnr which they are us ually viewed and, as u;ll to
put then to soma ‘srmall estent in an Ixish sctt;ng fox you,

The idea in introducing an Yrish setting,anfsuch an
occasion a5 the present is that, on the one hand, professjonal
visitors to a country aré entitled to expect some enlightenment

on the professional problens of their hosts and, on the otlLer,

1angu oe teaching is ofjspocxally grcat concern ta us in this
~

" State, becau§e all our primary teachers and very many of our

O
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sccond levsl‘teacherigluwm in the fqrefront of their duiies
the teaching of Irisp as a second language,

With this wo ceach the fixst of the matiers I should lihka
to submii to your consideration, The great problem with which

this ard all such conferences is concexned might be put in

. L . 7 /quc_,t- an



qQuestion foxm, "How best can people lecrn 2 second language?!
From the 3lightly diffoerent angle of which ¥ have spoken a
frior question will be "Wwhy do people »ant to leaxn a secon.i
language?", for to learn a sccond ianguagc oxr to learn anything
thexre muzt be adeqqﬁto motivation, To'say thit in such or
such a schcol Jrish or English or Friench ox whateuvor it be is
taught is not, as you all know, to say that it is loarped

* effectively there, Why, then, do 56 many people coie; not all
of ithem unwillingly, to languigo clagsesy ;

A former inspector colleimcue of mine used to aver that
there are as many answers to this question as there axe st unrw\;.
lle was & man to exaggerate sonctimes, but thare is an element
of txuth in the statemént, Here dn Jvelind we have, & case in
point, ‘e vernaculaxr of 98% of the Ixish people is Enalis),
but there is a fairly general focoling that the (rish 1dngnanulz
as the repository of i Jarge povrt of our cultural heritage,

.¥  should be cvitivated and cherished,  Many of ug accondingly
have learned dii with joy aund pleasure, Many otbeis of us, no®
so sTrongly motivated language.wice, would noevertholess like
to know irish, if only wo had more Jeisure ox AT iis spelling
did not look so forbidding or if its verbal system were lese
complicated or for some otheyr ‘tgood! reason., (Indecd, it
passes for a brivate Joke amongst us that the Jrish.pzople 4s ,

a whole will do anythirg for the lrish language egpépt learn v
Others again who 1earned it because they had to, havelébme 10
like it, and still others, even undex compulsion,ahave neﬁné

gqt very far-with it, Sometines whole grovps shey & leaning
for or against it. It is a well-known phenowenos that -tlhere

are schools of which the pupile, while Lfaring, ycay after yca{?

7

Q luite well generally in the public examinations; never munaoe
ERIC o .
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to a¢£§§n & sinale Honours resnit iu Yeish, Ot

22 schoualis

do wniformly well in all subjeets, inciuding Yxmish, Cloario

there are forces at work Lcre other then the schonts and

their tceachers,

It is truve, of course, thiat the teaching of Jrish is

bandicapped by the iact thai it is not heard ouiside the

classroom, but this is the cise with rost sccond

A more keonly felt disincentive is thet in idion,

language:

cvntax out

pronuncistion Jrish is quite uslike the normal xun of weste: s

Europuan WFOI instznce, the verb, not the noun,

comes first in the senience, Reverthnlong, g

L3

b g = - — Af gocd teaching conld Lave restored it os

the vernacular, it would now be spoken throughout

the lond, o1

point I aw making is thot we do not realldy Jmwow veory much aboad

why oxr even hew & langeage dies or is restored, b

ut At odu ocdeas

from Irish experience that the teaching of & Janguage as a

linguistic mcdium 38 not enough to have it spoken

cenczally,

our ancestral language enshrincs & literatuve dating frow

the Zifth century and is thus not conly an importent part of

ouxr national beino but also of western Europesn civilisation.’

In the ligut of this we are i)l somewhat fo blamo

for not

having seen clearly, ns did Douclas Hyde 2nd othey carly Ceeldoo

Leaguers pearly a cenftury ago, that there is room
deal more stress on Irish as pext of our cultural
as an instrument of linguistics or communicaticn,
the Ministerx ‘for Educatiog has recently gnnounqu

Ffor Xrish will follow this line,

English too is a wvery intercsting swbject in

for a gveac

hexitoas tila

Incidencalior,

that hie policy

relaticn 1o

A /language
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language taaching, but preisnts toc vast a field in thar cooard v
be entered uwpon hire, It iy, however, be roemoried An praniiog
that as a swcand langaage it has all the advantancs which
caorrespoxi to the disadvanizoes fron wilch Irish suffers vodlex
that headirg., It should thereZore pyescnt litile or ne
difficulty to the teacher or pupil. rut every iteacther ¢f Unolich
as a seceond languagz lnows that this ;5 far frono haing th: coze,
Thera it therefore vome other Iactor involved, That factor is
or course 1ln the first place that io naster any sccond lenjunoe
wlztsoover i6 a far ooxe d2neuding task tham 48 Conerally
believed., In the second place the Dngiish languagats rich
vocabulary, its wealth of idion, ite exirrordinary f{lexibility,
couparable only to that of clacssical Creck (to widah lanwuw"c,
Lhowaver, it is in my opinion inferior iv point of ¢l=xity), it
irregular varbgs and the lack of law and cider In its gramear

and prommciation, all these oifer an uphiil strugyie to the
leacner.

To gpualkers of Latin laniuages Bng?ish presaenis the speciel
difficulty (which of coure is part of its genlus) of often
having two words, the Germanic and the Latin, for theix ond,
the Latin., Faniliur ingivances of this are !go up? and fascond®
for Frencih 'ascendra?, *cona.in’ and ‘cntex? for French tentxerz',
tskyt and 'heaﬁon' foxr French *ciel?', ©Of course French,;teo,
has its own incompaxable genius whereby it does mot need a dowbla
vecabulary. Instesd it makez uze of the same word, depending
on the contoxt, in a variety of scnses and thus can achieve

the strictest precision. Thig quality it dexives of

/courze




course from Latin, which language was a mastor of tho art of
using to the fuliest its constrxiciud fram~work. I X may

o digresc here; I should lika to refer to a remarkable iﬁstance of
this which came to my notice recently. You will recall |
Tennyson's apostrophe to Virgil with referanca to Virgllts great
poenm the Georgics:

"Thou that singest wheat and wondland,

Tilth and vineyard, hive and horse snd herd,
A1l the charms of all the muses

Often flowering in a loneiy woxdh,

Now in the matre of the Geoxrglcn thera ic no place fox n
woxd of three syllables of which the first and third are liong
and the middle syllable shorxt., But the nominative and accusative
of the Latin for trees is just such a woxd, ﬁrbarés, éoll, in
*this wonderful poam about husbandry ond country life Virxoil
manages to say & lot about trees tﬁough precluded from using &
qualifying word in th@vnominative or accusative case, fhe 1hing
shows hov even undar a severely restricted metrical cohcoug a
languaga can be.shaped by a master. Of course in this case tha
master was, as describad by “ennyson, '"Wielder of the statezliest
measure «ozx moulded by the lips of monty,

Scrry for the digression, but the mattér seenaed of such
interest that I could not help mentioning it.

To xeturn to the learning of English decpite its difficultles,
Scandinavian and Dutch schnols appear to teach it pretty cffectively,
for the cbvions reason that they and their pupils axe highiy
motiveted to do sé. What I an really coming to, however, after a .

long detoux in which it was necessary first to treat of Irich and

S .

English, 48 why so m#ny Izxish childxen want to learn French ox
Spanish or German or Ytalian « that is the corder of domand for

these in Irish schools, with French leadiny by a very long siretnk,

/The
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Tha ansuay canuot b because French Js ‘wuagul?!,.  Up o tie
present the emphasls in omy schodla had veon mainly on dis
literaiurs and iﬁdeud only oy yswwger iLaachers Lave had nmecon
oppoxtunity te speak French or hear it uvoken. tof'oxe the advent
of Aexr Lingus it took just tventy-five jdirs to rxoach Paxis Srom
ublin,  low 4¢ {sxes an hour and 4 guarier. So ihose of usz
who €9t abtivut iearaning to spiak French in the old days had to bLe
pretty coricus about it.

What was our motivation? For mycelY & can only say chat
what incpiznd me to continua vith Froncy cofter my schooldays res
that ‘I had had a good teachar apd that throngh a curtain schonta

taxt, Letiveg de Mo Moulin, ho had dnculceated in we a love of

tlhia French countryside, so that I was i< Yor Provence; tha stoene

of the Lettyres, as soon as thesa wag onsugl money i oy pockat o

" bxing me thoxe, Olthars will have had tholr personzil reatons,

comnercial, scelial, love of traval, cﬁ:iaaity about other pecplac

and thalr wvave of 1ife aml a hundred and «ia things dovm to

pleasing teccher or doing well in examinations, When all that

is said, wa Ixish caunot hope 1o gain materinlly Liom & knowledge
of French .z Spanish or Gezwman ox Xtallen 25 would the speakers cf
these languages frow & inowledge of Englirh, which is the
establisncd woxdd medivm for comsurce and scieﬁce. Why thea
ware increasing nuobozrs of Irdsh people giwdying Continental
languzges evon befovre our accession to tha EEC.7? Iin Irelond,
as in vest countriesz, the native cducaticnal systerm is more eftca
{auited thon praised, but it gecus proper tb say that it irg
greatly to thg credit of our scliools and young pecple that
witbout the spur of any osignificant matcrisl gain &2 mony Irish
puplls seel: after a Coutirental language. Rightly or wrongly i¢

is my bulicf that i S0 duing they are acting on an instinctive

/raspect
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respoct and regard sfor kncwsrlge that, +hanks io certaln liverory

clrcusotances which axe ton involved 1o treat cf hare, have guar

wany centuxries growm dnto wu,

Incidentally, the grea? benefit wiZih 4m the matter of
languaces wa 8hall in the long run derive from oux ii.B.C»u‘
momberstip will not be on tiw technicel side, Lather will iz

ba thae dezper Sncloit we shi’ll have iute the mlas and hoarte

‘of many nillions ¢f owr fedlcw Luzopans.

Beicvu nroceuwalng furtlcor let we ciress once roxe, at ihw
risk of Lelug banal,; that in iy expericnce what zﬁ‘most irportant
in langaige toaching w3 the contast botueon teachor nd pupil, +he
comnon ground those wod £find in the subjocte-matter of wiat o
boing taucht, and tira incentive ¢hus offm:cd to tha pupil to
pursue hic syudies JTuxthex, 7“his is not Zor cag wwmont to dzory
any nodasn aild or medium which may be availsble, o aid orx
nadiva 18 te ba nejlested, b.;t it is to L= enphanised that in
cfucation the medin is not the ressage. It night be thoughi
superilucus £0 to strefs the ciowicus, bet 1t is beginaing to he
£aid that tho method of teacidng i8 just &6 ifupoxtant as what o
taught, What this ceans, as {t stomds, i that a teacher wha
only'!mlf-lmows his subject but has masterad ithorcuchly all thy
skills of iaparting as much as he doos know, is of tha same worth
as a teachor Hﬁo knews bds subjiect theroughly but is nut so
sidllzd dn tbe classroomy in o putshell, that a haife-tmuth well
taught 18 25 Qood a8 a whole tiuth badliy taught, which would Lo
to ignore that a half.txuth enceils a halfelis. The intentior
of course is to say that 3£ the trnth is badly packaged, sowme of
it way gst lost on the way. Woollyaphrasad halfetrutine are tioz

deadly anzmy of truth. Irdeed woolly thinking and woolly

Jexpruesics



exprossion are especially to ba avoided ia salation €0 sugh on
inportant matter as «xiuwcation, whexe thay lLinve hod & Jong frwino:,
Theze is 80 vexy iruch mare tLat springs to the uird aboat
the actual learning of 3 second lancuage, hut tira is passing oo
80 lot us pass with it to a secerd point, namaly, tha epecial
obgtacles which the rodern age placag im the woy ef s=eond 1::.!‘3{.":;.;“‘7}3-
learners. 7The unthinking might 522 tha raising of c.oth A Quaatian
as somewhat off beam, for has not modern technology sruihdlated
dist. ncas betwoen countries o awdi in any eato csnnot i now heer
fronm cnete arnchailr aluost any inpartant forcign dongange? It i _
trua that with tla proper scilentitic mothods anplied io car and m::r;;-.,.r;
it is possible for almost anyone viith sStaying power {o aitain tu

coxrect pronunciation and fair fluency without setting a oot abrowo,

But while in thig field tcchnology hes produced pany now species of

el A L e AL e nreer s e T

trees, in the fora of & multiplicity of teaching adds, it has
also produced a very laxgo and thiclklyegramn vocd. It is & dixect
result of technolagical advance that threughont western ::::énm
second lavel education has in a einnie gereration caeased to bo tiw
preserva of an {lite, to bocoma univorsal.

For this suddan mass moverent of vupils into seccud: iy

schools of vaxious kinds naither tha schoals notv the pupila had

2 me s i i e B 4

had tiie opportm'd.t;y to prenaxe, o guch s oxtent were thay

and, for that matter, socicty c;mgh'.r. unaware that up to thig

poment postepriuary education is siill engaged, in a slightly

dazed way, in tha process of sorting out its clients on & who
shall do what bisis. All sorzts of probiems hsvs been thrust,

oh a large scale, upon school authorities, « for exampla, that of <
what extent should language teaching ha linkcd with socioe

cultural txaiuiug (by way perhaps of a rore intensive siudy of

. /8 .
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a country's contemporary literature or its industry er nistory oz
geography )y individual, social, or other group diiferences in
o the rate of learning; PRemERES the transfcer effects, if any,
between the first foreign language learnt and the second otv a
_ paiticular second} the advianiages or, as the case may be,
dréwbacks of st;caming or non-streaning, These and & thousand
like preblens were always therxe, for children prescent an inlindie

variety of natures and talenis, but the increase in the demnnd

for post.primary cducation is S0 cnormsus as to generate sisicsees

P and strains not only cmong scﬁool dayectors and teachers buig

as is a)most daily evident, anong pupils too, To say the lonst,
these last are no longer'content to regard themselvoes as a
captive sudience, | '

A further chanoe from earliex times is that forx the veay . ;
recason thoi ours is A technological aqe, science is making roxe &énd
moxe deminuds on school cuxricela and time-tables, In bhlticular
science subjecté sceon: to have an oéppeal xoxr boys beyond that of
foreign lanquages, Tiis is not ot course the whole story iv
the matter of axprepondcrance of girls at foreign language
courses, Neither is it the whole stoxy to say that there are
more women cualified to teach forxcign 1angudges than therc are
men so qualificd, That would bie to beg the qucstionlrather
than to answer it. Not that it is proposed to try %o answer it
here, This-qucstion of boys! le¢ss than fnénurable attitude
towa;ds oreign lanyuages compiared with thet of girls calls

~

iﬁh‘iu}“i vhole psychowsocio-historical thesis 1o itsclf,
:
One of scveral further disadvantages in the Jearning oi a
~ - - » £}
second languaje in the new age is that a clain to know it

connotes & fair speaking knowledge, including correct pronunciavicne
rd .

O
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Correct pronunciation does not perhaps matter 81l that in
English, where such -a cixasyllable word as textraoxdiniryt! je
often carelessly ¢given a syllable and & half, 'strorny', Bus
try 'strorny' or anythirg less than the full five syllebles of
textraordinairet on‘a Frenchman ana you will be met with a

puzeled stare, This well.dmown puzzled stare (or terrille

sourirc framcais as it wae called in the eighicenth century

it goes back at least that far), is not, as is popularly ha2licved,
Jjust cusscdness on the Ficenchmants ﬁaﬁt. The word is xer1ly
uningciligible to him unlesé its evoxy syllable is cleasly
pronounced and carxries a moxe or less cven stress (or, if you

like, non~stress),

Leaving behind, but only for lack of sufficient time, the
fem@ws in which technology, as well as being our ally, can creatc
new difficultics or at least accentuate old ones, let us move on
to ‘M with which this Coaference will be specially conrcerncd

"and in which debatce waxes keener than formérly, nuwmely, the

problen of examinations, Here again I must be allowed to
deviate'siightly Lxom tadvanccd! opinion, which inclines to
condemn root and branch all examinations and all their works and
pomps, My plea is that if they are an evil, at lcast let it ho
acknowledged that they are nezéssary, fox there has not yet been
devised an alternative which is free from the suspicion of
partialiiy as between onc pupil and anothcr; You way know «f
the cartooun in which the mastex, waving a cane, warnq' the
. scholar, "Now that the examination is abolishéd, that is the

end of fb: 1sor methods, In futurc I make the decisions

about you.'

~Ir my own private opinion {but nowadays'one is almost afraid

ERIC - - o
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to employ so heretical a phrase) examinations are not jusy
a n:cessary avil, but sometimes a necessary qood, The
tsomctimes? depends of course on their nature and form, Jt is
once thing therefore to xeform them; but quite another to talk '
of theirx abg}ition.. Reform is by definition desirable, itnt
to abolish so$etﬂing is as likely to create new problews is
to resclve an old one,

w2fore further pursuit of this, fou might perhaps b
intercsted in & small slice of hivtoxny, the story of how

publin examinations came about in this country in the

first instance, They started with a purely political und

in view, I£ happened thus, In 1831, some timc after the
penal laws restrjctina the cducation cf 1rish Catholics had
*  been repcaled, thm State launched a nation-wide scheme of aig
for primary schools hexe, in the form of a subvention towards
the cost of the teachexs?t salaries‘\Fhe provisicn of gookn
and of buildings, ?ﬁlthe conditions, ig£3£'§g££5;Ju¢ schools
so assisted wouldéhe open to children of all denowminations and
provide common literary and separate religious instruction,
This is to say that{y in thcory at least (for the Government
did not always keop its ovn rules),d’ﬁ’ s}stem was
undenominational, e
Fo attempt wes mnade Ly the State, hovevexr, to found &
secondary school systemn, One xeason for this was that theo
Wopinion at the ﬁme%c) necessity for secondarv
3
‘education save for a select few, Another reason was that in
Wto demand a number :::E private secondary schools had
o 8prung up, these usually founded and conducted by religions

Eﬁ&g;oxders, the Chuxch being the only countrye-wide permanent
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tsoretimes! doeponds of course on theif nature and form. 1t js
one thing thevefore to reform them; hut quite another to talk
of their abg&ftion._ Refoxm is by dnfindtion desirable, imt
to obholish snéetﬂing is &5 likely to create new probloews is
to resclve an old one,

efore furthof pursuit of this, &uu might porhaps be
interested in & suall slice of hictouy, the story of how
publi~ examinations came about in this country in the

first instance, They stavted wich a purely political wnd

in viow, It hippened thus, In 1831, sowe tiwe after-the
pcnal laws xestricting the cducation cof 1xish Cotholics had
been repealed, the State lawnched a notionewide schoeme of 234
Lox primary schools bhexre, in the forn of a subvention Towerds
the cost of the teachers! silaries _the provisice of Loohw
and of buildings, on the copditions, inicx aliz 1hat schools
. J

s0 assisted would be open to children of all denovinations wivd
provide comnon litérary antd ceparatn religious instructions,
This is to say thai, in thoory at Jeast (fox the Goveornwment
did not always keep its ownlvrules)g"?xv s.ystom ({78
undenominational., o.-

No attempt wes made by the State, hovever, to found &
secondayy school systemn, Cne xeafon fox tbis wis that tio

?Mopinion at the time

ceducation save for a select feow, Another reason was that in

-,
no necessity for secnndarv
4 .

&

Wto demand a nunber of private <econdavy schools hod
sprung up, thesc usually founded and conducted by religiovs
ordere, the Church being the only countrya-wide permancnt
. . . . . .
edutational agency other than tue Government, Scecondary
schools gye expensive institutions, howcver, and hy the end

54 B

of vhe 1870s the private secondary schoalds, with the Catholic :

Church authoritics at theiv back, were wressing havd Lo Sicle
aid: The Government was in'a didlaras, | In the political

.

1
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. three or four years! experience, of the puplls progress ox

circunmstances oi the tima, with Parn&ll's stax risiog rapidly,
it was anxious o eppcace the Catholic Church authoritics, ap
the other bml the British tnon.conformist conscicncel, as 5%
was coalled, was not yoet prepared to tolerate direct Stare
aszistance fur denominoaiional éwr ccmfcssion:ﬂ) schools, I the
usual Britiﬁh vy t%c folation was a comprondse, Under o

law called the Intermedicste Education Act, proaed in 1e72, the
Stotc was thenceforth 1o Lhold annual public cwaninations Yox
various levels of secondiry school punils, and for every hil
who pusted the school vould receive 6 urant, The payuciiteliye
result part of the plan hes long since disappoaszed, but (e

rest vemains, The Intericdiaie amnd Leaving Certificate pablic

exxaminations hold thfopghont the Stid< here &

were conductod wnder the Act of 1876,
As it happcﬁs, a conittee ha5 rvcent1y heen appointod

by the Ministor ior Educition to make recommerdariions on thog

same lntermo&éato Certificate BExamivation, usually taken o1 the

age of ]S~10;. Lts Chaivizoa is tae Jev, Father Puul_Andlhwu=

from wihom 1 understand we =hall have the privileso of a

contribution at this Conference, ard it has just issued on

intexim report., Unlike post such Wthis one doos

not lay down the law, but scts out a number of pros and cont,

— .

o

asking for the views thercon of its readers, One of ilhu
argurents it subuits in favour of the Inlcrmediate contiming
as a public examination is that 7it furnishes the pupil hinself,
tho.tcachct and the school with arn obicctive judaement on his
péogre;s,' The commitice will not, 1 hope, mind if Y sugpoest

. :

that it wight have gone a little further, The pupil, the

teacher and tho school, all three sre perfectly aware, ofiex

dack of it, Ary teacker hcre present will bear me out in the

view that he or che would nave no difficulty in placing his

P
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that a very hard look should not be taken at the matter and

.,

or hexr pupils in the ‘corrcet orxdoey ol moxii by almost ony
criterion,

Therz is one person, hawevexr, who does not know fowx
certain how Johuny or liary is doing, That person is the
parent. The vital iﬁportance of & public cxamination at .’
15 or 16, as it seems tu me, is that for the first tise st

gives the parent an objeative view of the acusdemic progress of

his child, and that not only relative to the progress or his ;

classfelloaws but to the standard o!ftaining thvoeughout the

country, If I may reminisce, jost once, I have & clcas namony

Mt

of two very worried parcnts coming to me with the news th:i.

e ey

their boy, who had always received good rcpottc from hig

school, had got 10 marks out of 400 in Latin and 12 out of

B ASfopeclile C’o.-&%-@

To follow his fathex?s profession he necded

4OQ in French

TN S kb e by T

Matriculation in two‘years iand at this rate how was he to

get it?  Well, 1 sccured a good fgrind! for hin and ﬁc did

pase Matriculation in due course, But what would have @

happenced if the parents had rot discovered uutil he was 18

that he had been idling? 5
In that way, therefore, ourx pub]mc examinations have

all along beon what modexrn cduvcational thinking would surcely

-t

have them, that is, not so much a means of sclection for

T

employment but rather a sigopost, a guideline, a weans of
orientation useful to schools, teachers ond pupils but above

all to parcnts, This of course is not for one sccond to arquc

form of such examinations, An nbv ous casec in this regard
is thai where therxe is no oral test for modern language teaching

the oral side will inevitably sag. At this point non.

/edvcationalists

T N Vo
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cducationalists usunlly ston thinlidns ond proc-sd with o Ol
fox 2n oral test, The cxpoerienced teacher, howevoer, i. foare
that while it is harxd enouch, when deaiing wit! Large nuaiaos

of candidates, to ensure ryeasonable wniformity of standsra iy

even & viritten exanination, it is much nore difficult te inhicve

such uniformit§ in an oral test, so that ultincicly the oril
test tends to be « qualifying rather tuen é graded one -~ wihiich iw
perbaps no bad thino,

At iny rate, whatever ithe difficmliies may be, if goﬁvrn
languines are to be taught cifectively, there nast, I think, be
an oxal test, A1) 1 would sk is that it should not assune
such an irportance as that its demands will tend 1o weary
out the ciass and its teachoer, .Qver-use of the language
laborxatory and numbly repetitive oral work can becoune very
boring. Nor sh@uld glibness in speaking be so sought after
as to bring about neglect of the literary side, L Yanguiaac oo
its liter«iure are not Siawcue twins, tat none the loss vhoey o
closely related. fnd when 1 sny literaiure J scan just thol.
There was for.a time (1 don'i know whethoer it is still soj o
fashion of setting detective stories as school texts in nedorn
languages, Thc_trouhlé in that regarxd is that if thexe is
anything more boring than to yeud a detective story « secord
1ime it is,vas‘must happen with a school text, to have to read

it a thixd time, whcreas the oftener a piece of literature is

read the more it goins in interesti cize this pportunily
to ride & hobby-horse, It has gone out of vngue somewhat, 1
anm told, to ask children to lecarn poetry by hca;t. Rut surclv
God intended that the gpod merories He has given to children

and adolescents should be put to usc, Unfortunately in pact

/t j.luf.’ )
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tires the marvelleous gift of mewnory weauned to load the owida
with menial leuber. Eut why go to the other c:treima? Lt
better use could be found Joxr this cift of Providence thig the
memorising hy young peopie of noblcilinos which will be o dolich:
to ther all their days, Why murdes a bbautiful sonnct v
dissecting it (we all know the formul: - time, place, matter,
form) when to learn it by heart would put the cliild in
possescion of a joyv for ever,

Theve is of course no end to vhat could he said for o+
against oxaminations, Once arcaunent often heard but of which it

is haxd to sece the force is that ¢ stuvdent is asked in a nat{ec

of hours to marshol what has taken hin yoirs to learn, PAUR B
this nol a pre-view of what lifc is going to hold for hinmy Lmv.
not all of us faced Lron time to time with problems demanding
speedy or instint decisions bivied on a life's expericnee?

Let nme cgncludn on public exawinations with three cnrdiy, i
‘puints, one iﬁ favour of.ihom, the other advising cautlon ia

¥
regard to them and 7”‘ in xclation 10 ithe coamining of historny
at school lovel, In their favour is thuf if they arve exorcizoen
s being the wor < of the devil, their place is liable to be
taken by scvea devils worse 1h§n thenselves, by which 1 mean
examinations conducted by corrercial intoxests, for we noed be
in no dovbt that examinations ave dear 1o many school
avthorities, if not to their pupils, The end result would of
conrép be that the employmr;é criterion would not be attainmant,
on ﬁhich'ho would have no meins of exescising a conparative
. :

Judaemcrnic, bu% the standing of the school;and oa an old schoonl
tic basis justice might oxr nmight not be done but it would
certainly not be scen to be dona,

On tho other nand, whoere a public examination reguires o

<, . ' . ) . .
]:Rjkj pass in o particular group of suhjcuts, the examination, and nol

‘ . /the




.4
)
.

the school auvthorities or the insiectoers, ave the arbii.rs oy

the curriculuvw,  Sueh on instenoe is the seqguireneuts o

. Matviculatioro in the pFaztional Univewrsity i wxeland, Vo
v wany vears four of the five subjocis there noeoded for & pase
ware Jrish, Lnglish, Latin and Lodbhenatics, Without v scina

any judgement on the merits or otheswice off ihis rule, it o <.
sadd that it ledt 1little time in 31vish seceadary schoals for
the cultivation of contineontal langpages oy saience, 11 ie
sonctime s contended that the answer to this preblem is thae 1l
school authorities should trom the: hdginnino aroup the popil:
.

into intricul cigggroriented and othiwisesoricated, but {hn
trcuble is that no one cun tell until the Linel yoear who is
goirg to pursuc what avocation, Terninal exaniaation
requircemonts do theroféro direct sebeol curricula much tore
ihan is generally realjgod by the public,

Firnadlaiy these is the qguestion ol the ewemining of ivwtory.
A dziavback 10 set exandraliors on sol proaromucs genersliy is
that they tend to discourac2 initistive ou the part of the
teachar, In no subject is this more o than history, wlorc
there are so many vievwpoints which wight be taken, so miny
vista~ adovn which cxplorations might be made and $0 mauy
exciting arcas fo choose from if the teacher had a Smee choice.

But 1he principsl objection to tue oxamining of the subjoct

history before the university sitage s xeached is that Lhe
v y O ;

M cannot pocsibly be in possestion of entugh evidence

to make: the series of judgements that the study of history

entails, To' the question, for instance, 'Whet were the chuses

of the Sever Yecarst wWar'! he can at his teacher or

text-look has told him, whereas in Mathematics, cay, he rmicoht

Q "woxk out a litile more for himself or in litcrature have a fow
!
: /ideas



ideas of his own, At primary or seconiary school level the
pupil shévld of course be eneouraged to interest himseld in tae
story of the past (there is no more fascinating subjcct), hut
on the basis that it is a story and so enly part and rerhaps 1ot
an entirely accuratie part of history, This 1 know must sound
slightly pedantic and stuffy but if one thinks the thing ova¥
it does border on the absurd to seek in an examinaticn knowlrdgs
which can only be a regurgitation, It seems to me therefore thnt
taistoxy! should be taught in scnool for pleasure and as a
bridgz towards a better understanding of other peoples rather
tbhan ac the exawmination subject ‘History!,

With that, Madam Chairman, ladies and gentleman, cvmeé
an end to my riding of pedagogic hobby-horses,.my pre?ching to
the converted or to the unconvinced and the pursuit of all the
other Presidential hares of which I have been guilty, It
would perhaps have been desirable for me to have had moie to
say of adult Jearnexs, My excuse is that il{ is always better
to treat of wiiat one knows best and my ex¥perience has been
mostlv with secondary schools and their pupils,

Thank you_ all very much for yonr patience and, if I may,

let me welcome you all to Ireland with a clad miie flilte (for

the scientific-minded that means 10 welcomes to the power of 5).
X should like at the same time to thank sincerxely our chaiming
and energetic lady Chaixman, who was the moving spirit in the

organising of this Conference, Finally, it is the sincerxe

‘hope of the irish participants that our visiturs from abroad

will enjoy their stay among us as much as we shall enjoy it.



